
Questions & Answers from Community Meeting held in Almonte, Ontario; February 7, 2012
Identified Issues and Resolutions 

Concerns and Comments Response and Actions

With regards to American eel passage has there been any 
consideration to putting the lights from the railway bridge 
towards the Enerdu shoreline but further up?

Work is underway with the Enerdu project team and the MNR to determine best 
practice for American eel passage design at the site.  It may be possible to have 
lighting to help direct eels away for the power station and towards the installed safe 
passage area.  Consultation with CP Rail and/or other landowners may be required.

Would it be possible to direct the downstream eel passage 
"slide" further downstream so as to direct the eels away 
from Almonte GS and towards the north channel thereby 
preventing the need for a downstream passage at Almonte 
GS?

The protection of the American eel is a concern for all the water control structure 
owners along the river system.  The Mississippi River waterpower producers have 
collaborated to create a "complete river solution".  Work is underway with the MNR 
in this regard under the Endangered Species Act . Use of the north channel may be a 
possibility.

One landowner expressed concerns related to erosion 
issues from an increased height of the existing weir.

The new weir will be designed to be at the same elevation of the existing weir.  
Management strategies (i.e. excavated bedrock used to protect the shoreline where 
erosion is possible).  With the necessary permits, Enerdu would undertake to use 
some of the removed bedrock to help protect the riverbank

Concerns that the water levels would be maintained at a 
higher level for a longer period of time and how far 
upstream would this effect stretch.

The new weir will be designed for the same elevation as the existing weir and to 
adhere to the compliance levels and best management ranges of the existing facility.  
Operational strategies for the upgraded plant will also adhere to the current 
operating regime as established and approved in the MRWMP.  Enerdu along with 
MNR. MVCA and other operators on the Mississippi River can address any concerns 
associated with the current operating regime under a separate process mandated 
under Section 23.1 of the LRIA.  The proposed project does not represent any change 
to the water levels and flows upstream of the weir and therefore any issues or 
concerns associated with the upstream area is outside the scope of this EA planning 
process.
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Concern by Trans Alta that Enerdu operations now effect 
the river as far up as their facility and therefore affects the 
treed swampland in that area.  

This issue is not part of the Class EA process and should be addressed within the 
Water Management Planning under LRIA.  That being said, the new design will allow 
for better control and management of flood conditions.

Blasting concerns were raised. 

There will be no blasting involved, there will be a hoe ramming program in place for 
excavations. At this point it is anticipated that the hoe-ramming schedule would last 
approximately 1 to 2 weeks. Notification to surrounding residents will be provided 
closer to the date. 

Erosion concerns were raised on the shoreline along the 
upstream Enerdu side of the river (properties upstream of 
the rail bridge) due to the increase in flow between the 
weir and the shoreline.  Apparently it is shale bedrock and 
there is no erosion now but riparian landowner worried 
about this occurring after the facility is built.  

Data will be provided on the velocity (erosion potential) of the water along the 
shoreline, this issue will be addressed in the report. 

Concerns that Mississippi River Power Generation facility 
downstream and Enerdu facility do not communicate 
regularly and concern that the combined operations will 
impact the north channel riparian landowners.

Communication improvements between these two operators and the riparian 
landowners downstream in the north channel was made and committed to by 
Enerdu and MRPG.

A suggestion that the Enerdu tailrace be extended to 
improve downstream conditions. 

The engineering team will consider this request within the design calculations and 
within the economic assessment of the project.

Concerns that the public walkway will be affected during 
the construction program. 

It was agreed that in deciding the best access to the riverbed that this is a possibility 
however, Enerdu will work together with the Town to try to avoid impacting the 
walkway feature recognizing the community value of this feature. 
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Aesthetic concern with the bedrock hump being removed. 
The engineering team will attempt to provide an image to show the before and after 
view in order to ensure the public are aware of the change to the visual aesthetics of 
the area prior to construction.   

Aesthetic concerns that the new weir will have a negative 
visual impact as it will be seen more often than the old 
weir as most of the water will go through the plant and 
will not be spilling over the weir.

The minimum flow required to meet fisheries and aesthetic needs in the river 
between the weir and tailrace will determined through consultation with regulators. 
The turbines will be manipulated during low flows to ensure that  water will flow 
over the weir. 

Ownership of the Thoburn Mill weir in the small by-pass.
The proponent is an owner of a condominium within the mill building and therefore 
has part ownership of the weir.  A meeting will occur between the proponent and 
the condominium board to discuss this project and the weir replacement.

How high will the new weir be?
The main weir will be designed for a maximum elevation to be no higher than the 
existing flashboards. 

Will the new weir be more attractive and pass water over 
top?

The turbines will be manipulated during low flows to ensure that some water will 
flow over the weir for fisheries management and aesthetic purposes.

At what point will the facility not be operated?
The facility will shut off during low flow times of the year when the total flow of the 
river is less than the lower operating limit of the turbines. 

How will the findings from the MVCA study on the effects 
of climate be applied to this project?

The operating plan for the facility is in line with historical and current records and in 
compliance with MRWMP. This is a run-of-river facility which can only operate in 
line with natural flow conditions. In the future should this natural flow regime change 
the facility operators in conjunction with the MRWMP will have to be adjusted 
accordingly. 
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How much will the excavation effect water passing through 
the spillway?

The purpose of the excavation is to slow down the water velocity as it approaches 
the intake to the facility.  The height of the Obermeyer weir setting will determine 
the amount of water that flows over the spillway within the best management range 
as approved in the MRWMP.  

What is the next step in the EA process?
The finalization of the Environmental Report and the issuance of the Notice of 
Completion that begins the 30 day public review of the document and the formal 
comment period.

When would construction commence?
If the EA is successfully completed this spring and regulatory permits are awarded the 
proponent will begin construction in August 2012.
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